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From Tales To Legends: Discover Singapore 
Stories — an SG50 commemorative floral 
display at the Flower Dome, Gardens by the 
Bay, is now open till Sept 13. We showcase 
some of the myths and legends you will 
encounter at the exhibition.

These names and places are familiar to 
many Singaporeans — Redhill, Pulau 
Ubin and Sang Nila Utama, to name a 
few. But how many actually know the 
folklores behind them? 
Ten of these local legends have been brought 
to life at Gardens by the Bay through an array 
of floral interpretative displays designed by 
award-winning Singaporean landscape archi-
tect Damian Tang.

The exhibition, held at the Flower Dome, 
features local legends such as the Merlion and 
Sang Nila Utama, and showcases the folk sto-
ries behind key locations in Singapore such as 
Bukit Timah and Redhill. Each of the exhibits 
features intricately carved mahogany statues 
and zinc structures specially commissioned 
and sculpted in Bali.  

More than 8,000 specially selected orchids 
and plants will be placed alongside the statues 
to tell a story. 

One of the highlights of the exhibition is a re-
designed Merlion statue battling multiple 10m-
tall tornadoes made up of banyan roots. The 
new Merlion design is conceptualised by a Sin-
gaporean game artist, Ms Lynette Wu, who 
wanted to capture the strength of Singapore as 
a successful nation.

Apart from the 10 legends, another exhibit 
to look out for is Tales Of Our People, a series 
of seven paper tole and five statues that pays 
tribute to our nation’s builders such as Samsui 
women, hawkers and coolies. 
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The Myth: Long ago, the 
southern coast of Singapore 
was known to be teeming 
with swordfish that would 
leap out of the water 
and attack fishermen. 
Fearing these attacks, they 
approached the sultan for 
help, but he was unable to 
render any. A young boy 
stood up and presented 
an ingenious idea. He 
constructed a barrier 
using banana tree stems 
along the coast that 
helped to trap the 
swordfish’s sword-like 
bill when they leapt 
out of the water.

The Myth: On a stormy 
night, the inhabitants of 
Temasek were awakened 
by the sound of the wind 
and waves. As the sea 
raged, a huge creature, 
half-lion and half-fish, 
emerged and began 
to battle the torrential 
currents. Soon, the storm 
subsided and the people 
were convinced that the 
creature known as the 
Merlion had tamed and 
defeated the sea.

TANJONG PAGAR

MERLION
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The Myth: Following the tale of 
Tanjong Pagar, the boy who saved 
the fishermen from the swordfish 
was hailed by the locals as a 
saviour. As the boy became popular, 
the sultan was paranoid that he 
would be overthrown by the boy. 
The sultan ordered his guards to kill 
the boy atop the hill where he lived. 
As the boy was stabbed, his blood 
flowed down the hill, permanently 
dyeing the hill red, leading to the hill 
being named Redhill.

The Myth: On the 9th lunar 
month of the Chinese calendar, 
a boat carrying a group of 
fishermen was wrecked at sea 
by a vicious storm. A giant 
tortoise saw them drowning 
and transformed into an island 
to allow the fishermen to climb 
ashore to seek refuge. The 
island was then named Kusu 
Island, after the Hokkien word 
for tortoise.

The Myth: Badang was a poor fisherman 
who captured a genie in his fishing trap. In 
exchange for his release, the genie granted 
Badang’s wish of becoming the strongest 
man alive. Badang became well-known for 
his immense strength and participated in a 
rock throwing contest. He won the contest 
by tossing a huge rock into the sea, near the 
mouth of the Singapore River. It became 
known as the Singapore Stone and is 
believed to have been blown up in 1842 as it 
posed a danger to ships in the area.

The Myth: In the forest of Bukit Timah 
lived a sorcerer who could turn people 
to stone. When a group of hunters 
entered the forest, they were all 
turned to stone except for one, who 
was named Brani. He challenged the 
sorcerer to transform himself into 
a chicken and a worm. When this 
occurred, the chicken ate the worm 
and the sorcerer realised he was 
defeated as he couldn’t change back. 
The stone spell was thus broken.

The Myth: A pig, a frog and an 
elephant challenged each other to 
swim across the Strait of Johor from 
Singapore. It was said that those who 
did not succeed would be turned to 
stone. All three animals eventually 
failed in their attempts. The elephant 
and the pig merged to become Pulau 
Ubin, while the frog became the 
smaller islet off the main island called 
Pulau Sekudu (meaning “Frog Island”).

The Myth: Radin Mas Ayu 
was a Javanese princess 
who escaped to Temasek 
with her father, Pangeran 
Adipati Agung, after the 
king ordered the death 
of her mother. While in 
Temasek, Radin Mas was 
killed after saving her 
father from a murderer 
by leaping in front of 
the killer’s blade. Some 
believe she is buried at 
the base of Mount Faber.

The Myth: Minah and Linah 
were two beautiful sisters 
who were inseparable. One 
day, Linah was kidnapped 
by a pirate chief who 
wanted to marry her. Minah 
tried desperately to swim 
after the boat to save her 
but drowned. A devastated 
Linah jumped into the sea 
after her in sorrow. Two 
islands soon formed where 
the sisters drowned, and 
were named Sisters’ Island.

The Myth: Sang Nila 
Utama, ruler of the Sri 
Vijaya empire in Sumatra 
discovered Temasek, 
where he chanced upon a 
lion. The sighting inspired 
him to name the island, 
Singapura, which means 
“Lion city” in Sanskrit.
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This particular 
statue is mobile 
and will be 
located at 
various parts of 
the dome

TALES OF OUR 
PEOPLE:
PAPER TOLE 
AND wOODEN 
STATUES
Paper tole is a type of 
craft where multiple 
layers of one print is 
made, cut out and 
stacked from back to 
front to create a 3D 
effect 

FYI
WHAT: From Tales To Legends: 
Discover Singapore Stories
WHERE: Flower Dome, Gardens 
by the Bay
WHEN: Now until Sept 13
HOW MUCH: $8 to $12 (For locals)

TNP INFOGRAPHICS: 
BILLY KER, KELVIN CHAN, 
ELRAD CHOY
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