
MOSTpeoplewouldhavegivenupafter sending
outmore than50CVsoversixmonths.

ButMiss Vanessa Leewasdetermined to fulfil her
ambitionof beinga fashiondesigner in London.The
then-20-year-old had left Singapore for theUKafter
graduatingwith adiploma in fashion.

She finally landeda jobdesigningclothes, beating
more than100other applicants, for high street fashion
labels likeTopshop,WarehouseandOasis.

Thatwas 10years ago.Now, MissLee,30, isback
inSingapore topursueanadvanceddiploma inbusiness
(bankingand finance) at theRafflesEducationCorp
(REC)College.Sheplans tocontinue with adegree in
bankingand financeafter thediploma.

ExplainedMissLee: “Iwantedachange in lifestyle,
and Iwanted tobring the fashionknowledge I hadgained
back toSingapore. I hope to startmyown label andsell
myclothesglobally. So it’s important for me toknow
how tomarket clothesand tounderstand theeconomy.

“It’s cheaper tostudy inSingapore than in theUK.”
MissLeesaid thecosmopolitan environment atREC

exposesher todifferent beliefs andethics.
Studentshail from countries suchasChina,

Mongolia, theMaldives, RussiaandVietnam.
The lecturershavealso taught inother countries, like

NewZealandandAustralia.
Sheadded: “Studying inREC inSingapore is the

sameasstudyingoverseas.”

Studentsarealsoencouraged toventurebeyond the
classrooms.

MrMuhammadYasin Yahya, 18, is studying foran
advanceddiploma in tourismandhospitality
management.He is now interningwithPicoArt
International, a global eventsmarketingcompany, as
partof his programmerequirement.

Founderandex-presidentof the school’s student
committee, hehas organisednumerous school events.

MuhammadYasinenjoys theschool’s sociable and
relaxedatmosphere.Hesaid: “There is a lot of
interactionamong students from different
programmes.We exchange ideasand information for
projects.”

Theshort timeneeded tocomplete theadvanced
diplomaprogramme– 18months – is important toboth
MuhammadYasinandMiss Lee.

“It’s the fastest way tograduateand theschoolgives
you international exposure,” said MissLee.

Fashion forward
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■ Miss Lee and
Muhammad
Yasin both
appreciate the
short time
needed to
complete their
courses at REC.
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