
SOMEwouldsayCherieTanSiShiwasbornwitha
silverspoon inhermouth.

Her father runshis ownconstructionbusinessandshe
has theoptionofworking forhis company.

But the spunky teenchose thepath less travelledafter
completingherO levels in 2005.

Cherie,20, formerlyof YioChu KangSecondary
School, said: “I tooka one-yearbreak fromstudying to
work, to findout if this waswhat I reallywanted.”

And that reallymade hermumworry.
Shesaid: “Mymother kept asking if Iwas really going

togoback tostudyingeventually.”
Cherieworkedasa sales assistant for a fewmonths,

sellinghandbags indepartment stores.She thenworked
full-timeat a bag andaccessory store in Bugis Junction.

Cherie said: “Itwasaneye-opener! I got to see
first-handhow to runanew business. I helpedwith
everything.Cash, inventory, stock – I did it all.”

Convinced that her interest lay in doingbusiness,
Cherie enrolled inSIM GlobalEducation’s 15-month
Diploma inManagementStudiesprogramme, awardedby
SIMUniversity.

She felt theprogrammewould allowher toacquire the
skills she needed toenter thecompetitivebusinessworld.

Shesaid: “Thecourse onbusinesscommunication
reinforcedmy public speakingskillswhile the
microeconomicsandmacroeconomicscourseshelped

meunderstand thecurrent economic turmoil.”
Shesaid herworkingexperience taught herskills

relevant toherdiplomaprogramme, likeunderstanding
groupdynamicsandbuildingcontacts.

Herexceptional results earnedher theBronzeAward.
Now inher secondyearof aSIM-RMITBachelorof

Business (Management) degreeprogramme, Cherie said
thediploma programmegaveher agood foundation.

Thediplomaalsoallowed her toshavea yearoff the
three-yearprogramme.

She likesmeeting the foreignstudents in her course as
well. Shenowhas friends fromChina, Vietnam,Myanmar,
Indonesia andMalaysia.

“It’s greatbecauseyoucanbuild an international
network,which is important for business,” shesaid.

Andshe’s alreadydecidedwhather next step is.
AfterCherie earns herdegreewith a specialisation in

Entrepreneurship, shehopes to takeover her father’s
business.

■ Cherie found her own path to success.

SIMGlobalEducation

She chose own path
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