
JUST likeoneofher favouritedesignersBritish
fashionmavenJohnGalliano,Steffi Tjong,20,
hopes tomakehermarkon the fashionworld.

Thatmaybecome reality with theheadstart she had
fromher three-year full-timeBachelorofDesign (Fashion
Design) course at theRafflesDesign Institute (RDI).

Shedecidedon thecourse aftergettingherO level
results in 2007on theadvice of her fashiondesign
student friends.

AndSteffi, who is now in thesecondyearof her
programme,has no regrets. “The lecturershereare
experiencedandveryprofessional,” shesaid.

MissYongReeiPyn, anassistant managerof
marketingandadmissionsatRDI, said that70per cent
of the faculty “come fromall over theworld”, including
US,UK, Italy, Koreaand India.

Among the local lecturersareup-and-coming
designersand former alumni, such asMr JayQuek and
MissMadeleineWongof fashion label Posse.

Anotherpluspoint is thecampusbuilding itself,with
itsmodern, avant gardedesign.

RDImoved into thebuilding,which used to house the
formerBeachRoadpolice station, about twoyears ago.

Thehighlight ofSteffi’s course so farwas aweek-long
buying trip toHongKong lastSeptember.Shewentwith
two lecturersandabout30 other students.

“Wevisiteda street linedwith fabric shopsandwe
went thereevery day,” shesaid. “Itwasa big headache
at first, decidingwhat tobuy becauseof the variety
available.But, it wasalso very fun!”

Studentsget twochances togoon thebuying trip –
one in their secondyear, theother in their third.

MissYongsaid: “The tripsexpose thestudents to the
experienceof purchasing fabric,which is in linewith the
school’sbelief that students should be trained and
treated likeprofessionals.”

Steffi alsohadanopportunity toshowcaseher small
collectionofmenswearat a fashionshow last year at the
Ritz-CarltonMillenia hotel.She andher classmateshad
twomonths to produce their garments.

RDIoffers scholarships to studentsand is nowopen
for registration for theApril intake.

Design for life
Raffles Design Institute
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■ Steffi has no
regrets taking up
the design course.
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